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Algebra 1
Ms. Niedoborski
eileen_niedoborski@ipsd.org

630-428-6000 ext. 4744

Welcome to the 2016-2017 school year!  I look forward to working with all of you in the months to come.  My hopes are that Algebra will be both an enjoyable and challenging experience.  I encourage you to ask questions and to come see me when additional help is needed.  
Required Daily Materials:  Only math materials may be on your desk during algebra.
· Notebook and folder (to be used ONLY for Algebra 1)
· Calculator (TI-83+, TI-84, or TI-84+  graphing calculator required)
· Loose-leaf paper

· Pencil and a Red Pen
· Additional Supplies Needed: Box of kleenex and a dry erase marker
Homework and Notes:  

· Online MathXL homework will be one of the ways in which homework is assigned.  Please note that all MathXL assignments will be graded for accuracy.  Questions on the homework may be asked in class.  It is suggested that you use scratch paper when working on these assignments rather than trying to complete your work in your head.  If necessary, scratch work may be collected for a grade.
· Worksheet homework can be checked for completion or accuracy.   You will have an opportunity to ask questions and make corrections to your homework using your red pen only.  Your homework must be completed in pencil and should include your name, period, and date.  Points will be lost if you do not write neatly, write in pencil, circle your answer, and show ALL of your work.
· Expect homework quizzes that are unannounced.  

Quizzes/Tests:
· Quizzes may be given at any time during a chapter and may or may not be announced.

· Tests will be given at the middle and end of each unit, and will be announced several days in advance.

· Quizzes and tests will remain in the math office and may be viewed upon request.  No test or quiz will be allowed to be taken home.

Make-up Work:
· If you were absent for any reason, it is your responsibility to find out what was missed.  
· You will have one day for each day absent to make up work assigned during your absence to receive full credit.  

· Any work assigned before your absence is due upon your return.  

· Make up quizzes or tests can be taken during your option period in the test make up center located in the LMC and should be done no later than a week past the date you return. 
· For pre-arranged absences (field trips, vacations, etc), you will not be given extra days for missed work.  

· Unexcused absences will result in zero credit for the assignment, quiz, or test given that day.
Late Assignments:
· It is the students’ responsibility to turn in late assignments.

· For late assignments, a maximum of half credit will be given.

· Late work will only be accepted from within the current unit, and is also restricted to a maximum of two weeks past the original due date. 
Extra Credit:

· These opportunities are available, but limited.  Extra credit will be an equal opportunity for every student; you will not receive your own opportunities, so please do not ask.
Classroom Behavior: 
· All school rules stated in your student handbook will be enforced.  
· If necessary, discipline will include redirection, email home, phone call home, and/or referral to the dean.
· The NVHS Academic Honesty Policy, which can be found in the student handbook, is followed. Read it. Know it.  

· NO food or drinks (except water) are allowed in the classroom.  

· You are expected to participate in discussions and group work, to answer when called upon, and to be attentive to material being presented.  Be an active member of this class!
· Be respectful to others and their property.

· Be respectful of the opinions, input, and goals of your classmates and teacher.  

· Remember to respect yourself by doing your homework, studying, and keeping up with the material.  

· Be prepared and on time for class.  Tardiness will not be tolerated.  You will be considered tardy if you are not in your seat when the bell rings.
· There is a zero tolerance policy in this classroom in regards to cellphones! 
Course Website:

·  www.niedomath.weebly.com
· Please utilize this site for the daily homework calendar, extra copies of worksheets, and answer keys.  

       Please note that you CANNOT find all materials on this website. It will be limited to the essentials.
Help: Additional help is available before school on Tuesdays and Thursdays in G179 at 6:55am by appointment only.  Keep in mind that there is also Academic Resource (H114) during most option periods and Math Intervention to further assist you.  Consider utilizing all the features of Mathxl and classmates to better understand the material.
Math Intervention Program (by invitation only):  In an effort to provide students who are struggling in algebra with more opportunities for success, NVHS has initiated the Math Intervention Program (MIP).  MIP is designed to help increase the student’s likelihood of passing the math course.  A student will be required  to attend MIP if one or more of the following occur.  A student:     

1)   is receiving a D or F in algebra.

2)  has received a D or F on an assessment given in math.

3)  receives a failing homework percentage leading to any of the above.

Once a student qualifies for MIP, he or she is required to meet with a math instructor during the student’s option period.  In order to exit the MIP, the student must show proof of mastery on objectives set by the instructors.  The MIP teacher will keep attendance records and all attendance rules in the student handbook will apply.  Infrequent attendance will result in a loss of MIP privileges.
Participation in MIP does not guarantee an increased or passing grade for the current math course.  However, it is our hope that the extra help provided in conjunction with the student’s increased efforts and proof of mastery over previously missed objectives will increase the likelihood of a passing grade.
NVHS GRADING SCALE: A= 90-100   B= 80-89    C= 70-79    D= 60-69    F= 59 & below
Semester Breakdown: 
Tests & Quizzes Approximately 65%

Assignments Approximately 15%

Final Exam Approximately 20%              

*Note: Grades will not be rounded at the end of the semester.

Tentative Course Schedule:

1st Semester

Solving Equations
Functions 
Linear & Exponential Functions
2nd Semester

Solving Linear Systems

Features of Quadratics

Solving Quadratics
Statistics

